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Are Ottawa's new battery energy storage rules too far?

A city committee passed new regulations Thursday that lay out the ground rules for companies looking to

build battery energy storage facilities in Ottawa, but residents are split on whether the new rules go too far --

or not far enough.

 How will a battery storage project benefit Ottawa?

The battery storage project alongside the six solar projects Council supported earlier this fall will reduce the

city's reliance on expensive gas-fired electricity during peak demand and strengthen Ottawa's ability to meet

its climate and energy commitments.

 Can a battery facility be built in Ottawa?

According to the new rules, companies looking to build a battery facility will have to show Ottawa Fire

Services (OFS) that effective fire and safety risk management has been incorporated into the design.

Companies will be required to install fire prevention and suppression systems, and provide OFS with

site-specific training.

 Will Ottawa City Council approve marchurst battery storage zoning?

"Ottawa City Council's approvalof the Marchurst battery storage zoning is a strong and welcome step in our

local energy-transition journey,but it is only one step.

Facilities that successfully demonstrate their capabilities will be contracted by mid-2024, with operations

starting on or before May 1, 2028. The Ottawa BESS 2 Project, among other electricity storage sites, ...

The project can store 250 MW of electricity, making it the largest battery energy storage system proposed in

the Ottawa area so far. A 250 MW battery can supply enough power at one ...

UPDATED: City councillors unanimously approved the new rules for battery energy storage facilities at their

meeting on Feb. 12, 2025.
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This represented the largest energy storage procurement ever in Canada. A report was tabled at the November

30, 2023 Agricultural and Rural Affairs Committee on four proposed BESS projects within ...

Approve amendments to the Official Plan adding a new Section 4.12 and giving land use policy direction for

the siting of Battery Energy Storage Systems, as either a principal or accessory ...

A by-law of the City of Ottawa to amend Volume 1 of the Official Plan for the City of Ottawa to add land use

policies specific to Battery Energy Storage Systems.

Through this competitive procurement process, known as the Long-term 1 Request for Proposals (LT1 RFP),

the province looked to procure year-round capacity from new build storage facilities larger than ...

On May 9, 2024, the Independent Electricity Systems Operator executed contracts with ten (10) proposed

transmission scale BESS projects in the province, two (2) of which are to be located in ...
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